
List of panel sessions 

International Scientific Conference New Challenges for Borderlands Studies: Regional, European and 

Global Perspectives  

Opole, September 8-10 2021 

 

1. (Non)crossing borders: Experiences of borderlanders in times of Covid-19-pandemic  

"The outbreak of the Covid-19-pandemic has caused tremendous personal, economic and social 

upheaval. As many states decided to close their borders in order to  prevent the spread of the virus, 

this decision has had major consequences for the life of borderlanders whose daily practices are 

embedded in cross-border spaces.  The panel welcomes theoretical and empirical inquiries into various 

experiences of borderlanders in times of pandemic. Papers may address such issues as experiencing of 

physical borders, changing spatial and social practices and narratives, the residents’ reactions and 

coping strategies with new circumstances, constructing (new) symbolic boundaries within border 

regions in Europe and beyond.  

Organizers: Justyna Kajta, Natalia Niedźwiecka-Iwańczak, Institute of Sociology, University of Wrocław

  

2. Towards a History of Interreg "Towards a History of Interreg 

Thirty years after the Interreg program was launched, time has come to historically reflect on its 

meaning. What was the impact of this funding scheme for cooperation across state borders? Did it 

foster institutional cross-border cooperation? Did it bring inhabitants on two sides of a state border 

closer to each other? In order to answer these questions, there is a need for case-studies on how 

Interreg funding worked on the ground in various historical contexts and in different borderlands 

within the European Union. This panel welcomes case study presentations, especially, but not 

exclusively, from Central and Eastern Europe.  

Organizer: Machteld VENKEN, University of Luxembourg,  

 

3. Exploring the impact of kin-state politics on interethnic relations  

"In the last decades we have witnessed an increasing activity of nation-states to build stronger and 

institutionalised cultural, economic and political ties with ethnic-kin communities, residing in the 

territory of other nation states (e.g.: Waterbury 2020; Palermo 2011; Csergő, Goldgeier2013). Such 

kin-state or diaspora politics have manifold impact.  

This panel seeks exploring how the introduction and implementation of kin-state or diaspora politics 

influence interethnic relations and what might be the reactions of the majority ethnic group? How 

does it influence ethnic boundary making or transgressing ethnic-linguistic-religious boundaries? What 

strategies unfolding in local communities to gain access to the ethnic-based benefits and advantages?  

Organizer: Ágnes Erőss Geographical Institute RCAES, ELKH, Hungary 

 

 



4. Identity in Silesia  

The panel will focus on various forms of collective identities (ethnic, religious, social etc.) in the 

multuethnic border region of Silesia from the 19th Century up to present days from wiewpoints of 

history, sociology, politology and anthropology. Diverse aspects of Silesian identity will be examined, 

as well as relations between "local" and wider identities. The topic will be analysed in the context of 

demographic and political chenges in both present Czech and Polish parts of Silesia. 

Organizer: Ondřej Kolář; Silesian Museum in Opava 

 

5. National and ethnic minorities as platform for cross-border cooperation "  

The essence of borderland regions is the interpenetration of cultures, languages and traditions. The 
borderland regions of Central and Eastern Europe are also an example of turbulent history of this part 
of the continent. Nowadays, the cultural and historical component is the background and ideological 
superstructure of contemporary cross-border cooperation. The presence of national and ethnic 
minorities in these areas has the key importance in this context. 

Problems and issues of the panel: 

1. The influence of national and ethnic minorities on cross-border cooperation. 

2. Kin-State policies in the context of cross-border cooperation in a European comparison. 

3. The rise of nationalism in Europe and its influence on policies towards Kin-State minorities. 

4. The influence of national and ethnic minorities on the process of integration of the borderland in 
the socio-cultural and political-economic dimensions. 

Organizer: Marek Mazurkiewicz; University of Opole 

 

6. Border regions as living spaces  (closed session, by invitation only) 

Borders within the EU are principally open to free movement of persons, goods, capital and services, 

but also of knowledge, information and ideas. Border region residents have been encouraged to 

exploit the free movement and actively engage in creating cross-border living spaces, where daily life 

activities such as residence, work, education, shopping and leisure activities span borders. This de-

bordering has been challenged by perceived threats as migration and terrorism and, more recently 

and drastically by the Sars-CoV-2 pandemic. This panel invites papers that re-direct attention to border 

regions as living spaces and laboratories of European integration.  

Organizers: Martin Klatt; University of Southern Denmark 

 

7. Borderlands, Biodiversity, and More-than-human Landscapes 

This panel examines the intersections of landscapes and biodiversity with mobility, migration, and 

transnational flows. Borderlands, hinterlands, and peripheries are often sites of intense mediation. 

Scholarship increasingly highlights the spatial, elemental, embodied, and performative features of 



borderlands by examining how materialities and narratives coalesce in a negotiation of identities and 

relationships to ‘others.’ Additionally, animal geographies and other studies that that explore 

encounters with more-than-human landscapes reveal locations where boundaries are blurred. 

Possible topics include (though are not limited to) transboundary conservation, trans-territoriality of 

nonhuman species, biodiversity and governance, and border regimes and more-than-human flows 

across borders.   

Organizer: Tracie Wilson; Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Munich 

 

8. Research into Borderlands: Emerging Methods  

The panel session will be focused on new methodological approaches to borderlands studies. We wish 

to create a meeting ground for all those researchers who, doing their research into various 

borderlands, opt for experimentation, mix methods, create their own approaches, apply arts-based, 

walking, sensorial and other kinds of ‘unorthodox’ methodologies. We are particularly interested in 

the interdisciplinary and creative aspects of your research. We welcome contributions devoted to both 

complete and ongoing research projects, as well as introductions to new methodological ideas you 

may want to share and discuss before your fieldwork begins. 

Organizers: Katarzyna Niziołek, Małgorzata Bieńkowska, Janusz Mucha; University of Białystok 

 

9. Non-territorial autonomy and cross-border co-operation in Europe 

The mechanisms linked with the non-territorial autonomy (NTA) concept help to develop new 

modalities for the accommodation of differences in the context of growing challenges stemming from 

globalisation, regionalisation and European supranational integration. In Europe, many national 

minorities are actively engaged in CBC, as they live in a close proximity to the kin-state. The panel aims 

to present the work of the European Non-Territorial Autonomy Network (ENTAN) in linking the NTA 

with the CBC.  

Organizer: Hynek Böhm, Technical University of Liberec 

 

10. Border regimes of de facto states 

De facto states are political entities which seceded from their parent states, exercise sovereignty over 

most of the territory they claim, however, they remain internationally unrecognized or have only 

limited recognition. Despite the fact that the very existence of de facto states as well as their “borders” 

are contested, borders of de facto states (officially often referred to as administrative boundary lines) 

are an empirical reality which brings a number of challenges in terms of security, international law, 

cross-border trade, movement of people, etc. Meanwhile, different border regimes exist between de 

facto states and parent states, de facto states and patron states, and de facto states and third 

countries. We are looking for both theoretical and empirical insights into border regimes at borders of 

de facto states from any of the fields and cases mentioned above. For the purpose of the panel, please, 

consider rather a narrow definition of a de facto state.   

Organizer: Vincenc Kopeček, University of Ostrava  

 



11. Subethnic, regional, and contested identities in the Post-Soviet area and Europe  

The Soviet science understood the phenomenon of ethnicity as primordialist by nature. However, the 

practice of recognizing individual nationalities by the application of “objective criteria” led, on many 

occasions, to construction of ethnic groups or nations where no nations or ethnic groups existed, and, 

on the contrary, to merging of smaller nationalities with larger ones. The representative example was 

the merging of Svans, Megrels, and Ajarians with Georgians in 1920s and 1930s; however, these 

practices occurred also elsewhere in the USSR and contributed to the rise of the phenomenon of 

subethnic groups, i.e. ethnic collectivities which are, despite their distinctiveness, perceived as parts 

of a state-forming nation. Although the term subethnic group is used almost exclusively in the Post-

Soviet context, there is a number of similar ethnic collectivities throughout Europe, such as Moravians, 

Silesians, Kaszubians, and many others. We are looking for contributions which would explore the 

realm of subethnic, regional, and contested identities in the Post-Soviet area as well as in various 

regions of Europe and thus provide important empirical comparisons as well as theoretical insights.   

Organizer: Vincenc Kopeček, University of Ostrava 

 

12. Covid-19, (Re)Bordering and (the End of) Borderless Europe? Towards New Myths and 

Paradigms 

Borders are in constant motion and are the objects of never-ending ordering.  This has been 

dynamically demonstrated by the (re-)bordering caused by the Covid-19 pandemic as observed in 

2020. Surprisingly bases for borderless Europe has been undermined, opening debate about new 

border (regime) order in Europe. The aim of the panel is, consequently, to overview both re-bordering 

developments as well as theoretical and conceptual debate trying to describe and explain them. 

Organizer: Jarosław Jańczak, Adam Mickiewicz Universtiy, Poznań, Poland; European University 

Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder), Germany  

 

13. Trespassing symbolic boundaries. Migrants and their personal borderlands  

"Borderlands are inevitably subject to migration processes, as trans-border mobility occurs just there. 

Yet, this panel is designed to look at borderlands in a much broader sense: from the perspective of 

individuals. In order to grasp the dynamics of the age of migration (Castels, 1998), we define the origin 

and the destination of migration as the borderlands from the perspectives of migrants.  This panel 

seeks interdisciplinary contributions to the theme of symbolic boundaries (Lamont et al., 2001) that 

migrants deal with when being on both sides of the actual borders: cultural, identity or symbolic ones. 

Therefore, we seek to conceptualize the borderlands of everyday life experience of migrants, especially 

in the dimensions of being, belonging and communicating. 

Organizer: Michał Wanke; University of Opole; FORTHEM Alliance Diversity and Migration Lab  

 

14. European peripheral border regions: challenges and perspectives  

The challenges facing peripheral border regions need to be often addressed, so that the most 

appropriate measures to be taken in accordance with a place-base sensitive approach, both by national 

governments and by the European Union (EU). In order to diminish the border effects, the EU’s action 

revolves around the concept of cross-border cooperation (CBC), which is the key element of the EU’s 



overall policy towards its neighbours. The EU’s interest in ensuring stability at the neighbour states’ 

level intersects the idea of achieving a high degree of convergence which would further enable a 

decrease of vulnerabilities and the ability to adapt to certain disturbances, as well as to transform and 

to be more resilient. An economic integration of peripheral border regions (from both sides of frontier) 

will reduce the lag between them and the core economies. The development perspectives of these 

regions depend on the evolution of their economic transformation, as well as on the evolution of their 

relations with other actors with interests in the region.  

Organizer: Ramona Alexandru Tiganasu; Ioan Cuza University of Iasi, Centre of European Studies, 

Romania 

 

15. Brexit and the new EU-UK borders 

The panel will be devoted to changes related to the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 

European Union (Brexit), regarding state borders and their crossing. In addition to the legal changes, 

we will also deal with the problems that Brexit has caused in practice: the export and import of goods, 

the free movement of the inhabitants of Ireland and Northern Ireland, and other issues related to the 

borders of Great Britain and EU after Brexit. 

Organizer: Annalisa Mangiaracina; University of Palermo 

 

16. Multi-level and participatory governance in the cross-border regions 

The panel will be devoted to the issues of participatory governance and multi-level governance in 

border areas in the European Union. The integration process resulted in the removal of further 

barriers, including state borders. In turn, the idea of cross-border cooperation leads to the integration 

of cross-border regions, also in the sphere of local and regional policy. New legal tools, such as EGTC, 

allow for stronger institutionalization of cooperation across the border. 

Organizer: Wojciech Opioła, University of Opole 

 

17. Kick-off meeting of the Border and Regional Studies Network (closed panel, by invitation 

only) 

 

Organizer: Bartosz Czepil, University of Opole; Lukas Vomlela, Silesian University in Opava 

 


